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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 128 15.7 5.8 30 52.3 49
1b 127 11.6 4 20 58.2 48.7
2a 161 18.6 4.7 30 62.1 61.7
2b 159 11.7 3.4 20 58.6 60.9
3a 135 18 5.6 30 59.9 51.7
3b 134 13 3.5 20 65 51.3
4a 96 18.2 5.8 30 60.8 36.8
4b 96 13.7 3.5 20 68.6 36.8
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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(1348-01)


3. (a) Explain Durkheim’s understanding of religion as an expression of social cohesion. [30]


(b) ‘Durkheim’s explanation of religion is wrong.’
Assess this view. [20]
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Q.2 (a) Examine how religious and spiritual ideas are conveyed in films you 


have studied. [AO1 30] 
 
  NOTE:  Films mentioned in this mark scheme are used as examples.  


Candidates may refer to other films. 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited: 


 Through story-telling, with biblical epics such as ‘The Ten 
Commandments’ highlighting praise and worship. 


 By underlying religious themes in films such as ‘Miracle Maker’, which 
contain religious and spiritual elements from both Christianity and 
Judaism. 


 By using spiritual symbolism and quasi-spiritual themes and their 
relationship to religious belief, such as in ‘Little Buddha’ highlighting 
religious beliefs on the nature of life and death. 


 Through spiritual notions of behaviour and morality and their link to 
religious belief such as in ‘Bend it like Beckham.’  


 Through inter-faith morality and cultural issues, such as in 'A Little 
Princess.' 


 
  Higher level answers will examine a range of different ways, highlighting 


aspects of religious belief.  
 
  Some variety of ways and examples are needed for marks above Level 5. 
 
 
 (b) ‘Important religious events should not be reduced to a movie event'. 
  Assess this view. [AO2 20] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited: 
 
  In favour 


 Many films have successfully used religious imagery, symbolism or 
narrative to depict religious events e.g. 'Exodus'. 


 Films offer pictures and images that other forms of media cannot do. 


 Many films with a religious theme have had a profound and positive effect 
on viewers. 


 Enable events to come to life and have meaning for a modern viewer. 
 
  Against 


 Films may use religious ideas loosely or wrongly and give a false 
message. 


 Film media driven by need to be commercially successful rather than 
accurate. 


 Films may illustrate simple ideas such as love or bravery, but not more 
complex religious ideas stemming from events e.g. Passover. 


 Films may depict events which are simply inaccurate or wrong e.g. 'Noah'. 
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Sticky Note

16 marks. The answer is very short and lacks relevance and in-depth detail. It is accurate, but simply lacks scholarship and depth of understanding. It is a little vague and simplistic and connections to key ideas and views lack clarity. 



Sticky Note

There is some reasoned argument, but overall, the answer is too brief. Quite simply, to improve, it needs to be longer and with more depth,  detail, understanding and scholarly opinion.



Sticky Note

This is longer than (a), but worth less marks – a classic mistake which is easily avoided.







Sticky Note

The main ideas and issues are covered, with some positive analysis supported by a range of views.







Sticky Note

3a) 163b) 14 30 marks



Sticky Note

14 marks. Answer is well-organised, though a little too general in parts. To improve, it needs to be crisper and more precise in the analysis of viewpoints, with greater supporting evidence and the response of scholars.
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Q.3 (a) Explain Durkheim’s understanding of religion as an expression of social 


cohesion. [AO1 30] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 


 Functionalist view. 


 Religion affects social structures on authority. 


 All human societies have religious elements. 


 Religion turns weak individuals into strong groups. 


 Religion is the human expression of the collective conscious. 


 Religion leads to the establishment of rituals and festivals. 


 Religion strongly influences moral codes or conduct. 


 Religion is a social activity. 


 Gives meaning to life. 
 
 (b) ‘Durkheim’s explanation of religion is wrong’. 
  Assess this view. [AO2 20] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 
 
  In favour 


 Religious believers have loyalty to God, not communities. 


 Does not explain why some believers reject traditional religious groupings. 


 Thesis based on aboriginal society - therefore lacking modern 
perspective. 


 Society changes but God does not. 
 


  Against 


 Religion has provided authority and leaders. 


 Religion is often the basis for moral behaviour. 


 Religion has enabled society to develop rules and codes for a peaceful 
and just existence. 
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(b) ‘Important religious events should not be reduced to a movie event.’
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Sticky Note

A good beginning, however slightly wordy in places. The candidate could have written a more concise and crisper response in general. 







Sticky Note

Good use of technical terms, coherent and  religious language. 







Sticky Note

Wide-ranging and helpful conclusion.



Sticky Note

27 marks. This is a good answer, covering all the key facts and ideas and contrasting Christian and Islamic scriptures well. 



Sticky Note

This answer offers range of detail at sufficient depth, uses character descriptions positively and offers a diversity of views and argument supported by examples and scholarship. 







Sticky Note

Good use of scriptures and views of others.







Sticky Note

2a) 272b) 1845 marks



Sticky Note

18 marks. A solid and focussed response and relates material to the wider world. It answers the question and offers clear analysis and evidence, supported by scholarship. 



Sticky Note

The answer is clear and coherent and uses the information well to relate to the question. 












Sticky Note

There is an understanding of key ideas, supported by examples.











Sticky Note

24 marks. The candidate addresses the question and is mainly accurate and relevant. The answer would be improved by a greater range of examples and more obvious and relevant scholarship. 







Sticky Note

2a) 242b) 933 marks



Sticky Note

9 marks.The material seems partially understood, but the analysis is limited, with few alternative views or reference to scholarly comment. It is vague and generalised with simplistic reasoning. 



Sticky Note

To improve, the answer needs more depth of analysis, scholarly views and greater evidence to support the analysis, coupled with a greater focus on the question itself. 



Sticky Note

Conclusion needs to be either a brief summary or posing further questions – this does not really do either and is unhelpful.











